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IMPORTANT CONCEPTS IN OPERANT CONDITIONING

B. F. Skinner:

“Behavior is a function of its consequences.”

I.   REINFORCEMENT:

Consequence following a behavior which increases the frequency of the behavior or makes it more likely that the behavior will be repeated; can be positive (adding a positive) or negative (removing an aversive stimulus).
· Why do we use the word reinforcement and rather than “reward”?

________________________________________________________
· For optimal effect, when should reinforcement be presented?________________________________________________
II.  PUNISHMENT:

Consequence following a behavior which decreases that behavior or makes it less likely that the behavior will be repeated; can be positive (punishment by application) or negative (punishment by removal).
III.  FOUR POSSIBLE CONSEQUENCES OF BEHAVIOR:

Determine if reinforcement or punishment, if positive or negative, the effect on the behavior (whether behavior tends to increase or be repeated, or decrease and not be repeated), & cite an example:

1. Something positive can begin or be presented. ______________________________________________________
2. Something aversive can end or be taken away. ______________________________________________________
3. Something aversive can begin or be presented. ______________________________________________________

4. Something positive can end or be taken away.
______________________________________________________

